TAP DANCE EXAM GUIDELINES
Dear Applicant:

The following is a study guide for the DTCB/AS tap dance exam. If additional help is required
please contact the Membership Examiner who will assist you in locating the information
requested. Please note the bibliography at the bottom of this sheet. Best of luck!

1. Clear definition of “Tap Dance”.

2. Benefits, important points which should be taught.

3. History: know tap dance artists from the past and present; understand their contribution to
the art.

4. Know room and stage directions.

5. Understand “warm-ups) and ballet barre exercises (as pertaining to tap dance), tap barre.

6. Time steps (includes breaks, standard and buck, important criteria, most commonly
taught types, differences between basics).

7. Demonstration and counting of most commonly taught steps (includes waltz clogs, soft
shoe, Cincinnatis, cramp rolls, riffs, pick-ups or pullbacks, wings and most basic steps).

8. Turns

9. Styles and corresponding time signatures.

10. Understand how to choreograph at various levels and in various time signatures.

11. Evaluation of performance in competition (point’s performer would be judged on).

12. Know important bones in the foot.
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out of print but available through libraries, etc.

*Source for finding the above: The Guide of performing Arts at STAGESTEP (Catalogue) 800-
877-3342, email: stagestep@stagestep.com



mailto:stagestep@stagestep.com

